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Abstract

A Study on the Processes of Female Characters Forming an
Identity in Jeon Gyeong-1in’s Novels

Na Seon-hye

This study examined the patterns of female characters’ identities being
damaged by the ruling ideology and the processes of them forming a new
independent identity to overcome it with Jeon Gyeong-rin’s novels and short
stories as hasic texts.

In Jeon's works, the female characters answer the call of ruling ideology,
thus losing their identities and forming a distorted one according to the
desires of others. Having a need for the desires of others in a given place
with their identities lost, the female characters cannot help feeling a constant
fundamental deficiency throughout their lives. In addition, they grow up as
subalterns in the patriarchal system and have their identities damaged. They
lead a depressing and tragic life as subalterns, being alienated from their
own identities thoroughly from birth to death. Women's self-awareness of
life as others or subalterns and their self-establishment and possibilities of
liberating their suppressed selves as autonomous individuals in Jeon's novels
merits attention.

Jeon makes an attempt at "rewriting” to grant a new identity to her
female characters, thus disclosing the discriminating and oppressive violence
hidden in the old male-centric literary works and overturning their
meanings. Her attempt is significant in that it reports on the gender
discrimination of old male-dominated discourse and further grants an
independent identity to women. The author also proposes a new female
identity that becomes a free and whole being through the affirmation of
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maternity and communication with others. She dismantles the monologue
discourse of modemn subjects and searches for a true female identity by
embodying women as dual beings between mothers and women and between
the victims and subjects of desire.

In Jeon's novels, the female characters actively alter and re-territorialize
their identities passively formed by the ruling ideology, thus forming new
ones. Looking into the processes of female characters forming an identity to
understand her novels will be a meaningful task to explore the new values
of her literature. It will also be significant in that it will broaden the horizon
of women's literature and shed new light on the literary spirit of the writer.

W] Key words Jeon Gyeong-rin, call of ideology, female subaltern, damage to

the female identity, rewriting, new female identity.
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