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<Abstract>

A study of the Controversial Issues Surrounding
Fr. Choe Yang-eop’s Life

Rev. Shin, Dae-won
Director, Andong Rearch Institute of Catholic Church History
Director, Woogok Martyrs’ Shrine

The Korean Catholic Church has promoted the beatification of
Fr. Thomas Choe Yang-eop since 1990’s. Symposiums have been
held and researchers have presented their foundings so far about
his life in different views. There are still disagreements on several
issues of Fr. Choe’s life among historians of Church. The most
controversial ones are these three: 1) his route of pastoral visits
and pastoral center 2) how much he was involved in the
establishment of the first seminary in Korea 3) where he wrote
his pastoral letters, and where he died and was buried at first.

This article discusses three issues primarily based on the
chronology of Fr. Choe and with limited sources which are the
letters of his, his contemporary missionaries’, and testimonies of
the first generation descendants.

We have examined two different theories on Fr. Choe’s
deathplace. Orally transmitted testimonies of descendants were
used as primary source rather than pastoral letters because there
are no clear descriptions on that matter in the letters. After
analyzing the sources, we have concluded that Fr. Choe did not
die in Jinchun or Baeti after getting sick in Moon-gyoung and
traveling for 15 or 16 days from there. Fr. Choe must have gotten
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a decease at an inn in Moon-gyoung and have passed away while
being treated at Yi's pharmacy there.

The other two issues have been examined with limited
sources of Fr. Choe’s letters and European missionaries. It is our
conclusion that Fr. Choe didn't stay at one Catholic villiage for a
long period and teach seminarists, or have a residence in a
village, to make plans for ministration, and preach Christians.

Fr. Choe’s life was on the road; he took care of Christians
and seminarists not at Catholic villages but at places where
Christians and non-Christians were living together, worte his
letters on the road, faced persecution on the road, and at last got
a decease on the road, received his last sacrament and passed
away right there.

keywords:

Fr. Choe Yang-eop, seminary in Korea, Fr. Choe’s deathplace, Fr.
Choe’s route of pastoral visits, places where Fr. Choe wrote his
pastoral letters, Catholic community
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