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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Narrative of Desire

— Centering around Short Stories of Kim Seung—-ok and Shin Gyeong-suk

Park Cheong-Ho

Major in Creative Writing
Department of Creative Writing

Graduate school of Chung-Ang University

The purpose of this study was to study how the subject of 'desire'
was narrated in the text of short stories of Kim Seung-ok and Shin
Gyeong-suk from the psychoanalytic point of view. In Kim's case, several
short stories can be read as one big novel. In Shin's case, there are seven
epistolary stories and it can be clarified who is the real receiver and what
was written in those letters especially analyzing 7The place where the
organ stood. The same thing of these two authors is that most of the
stories are one person 'confession' novels and there are connotation
readers(listeners or receivers) in the texts. It is called Other in the
psychoanalysis. Other is the cause and object of self-desire. The
connotation reader and other is mother in Kim's stories, and the
receiver of the letter is father in Shin's stories.

The subject tends to imitate desire of other and it is formed by
identification with other. Kim's characters regard mother as cause or

object of desire by symbolic identification. In case of cause, they serve
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for superego by sacrificing other women. In case of object, they desire
mother by imaginary identification with other competitors or brothers.
The speaker 'I' of Shin's epistolary novels always regards father as the
object of root desire. 'I' always assumes(mistakes) that the father knows
everything about her inner mind. The other, called father, puts down
roots in the abyss of subject and it is never given up. But the incest
with father is impossible subject and it becomes blank or hole. 'Empty
House' is that blank and emblem of hole. The past homeland of Shin's
novels cannot but empty like empty house because the desire to adapt
to city-life is so strong that 'native place' becomes blank one that
nobody can live. The speaker 'l' tries to break up with past through
writing letters to father and this empty house. It means 'T'" takes
attitude of defensive manner to guarantee safe of real by recognizing
as her inner part and expelling to outer world at the same time.

And this is the difference between Shin and Kim. Kim's characters
drown themselves to the abyss(suicide) after finding the root of desire,
whereas Shin's characters are eager for adapting to city life except for
'"The place where the organ stood'. Of course it shows regression from
aesthetic achievement in that his latter novels only wvulgarly deliver
sexual lust, not seeing its desire. And it's a pity that Shin's novels
have changed to writings for concealment and justification of her
desire, although it was encouraging that she showed possibility of new
family morals in 'The place where the organ stood.

In case of Kim, I firstly clarified that his short stories of the year
from 1962 to 1966 have some sort of serial connections like each of them
is part of one long novel. Kim didn't write literary important novels before
around 1970, after writing 10 stories from 1962(when he made his debut)
to 1964. So it is meaningless to categorize his short stories by time. It is
more important that how his strong desire narrates during his short peak

days, not more than 5 years.
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There are common speakers in Kim's stories, which are the same 'T'.
This speaker is splitted into hidden narrator and speaker and into more
than two speakers in the frame structure and partly reflects elder
brother's ego though it is narrative of younger one.

Second, some former studies had seen his novels are read by opposite
structure of city/country in space, present/past in time, but I clarified that
these pairs are more like repetition structure than opposition one. And
also clarified that it is the kingdom of childhood which did not know
inhibition that Kim's characters repeat, which was pure world of evil and
the grownups come back to homeland to repeat that evil. But this pure
evil is past one, which doesn't exist, and it's already impossible to
approach to this absence. It is strong eagerness to find self ego for them
to repeat homecoming and coming to the city, and also strong eagerness
to adapt to city life through repeating root experience of evil. But most of
them meet self existence(evil) and ruin themselves and some of them
survives repeating evil and dysphemism.

Thirdly clarified problems of imitative desire and victims, together with
the problem of narcissism. It provoked the problem of the other and moral
of desire, the characters who cling to imitative desire compete
aggressively each other not knowing the substance of their desire and
come to the end by ruining women who are the object of desire. The
subject ironically purifies oneself by sacrificing women, which gives driving
force to adapt to city life.

Fourth, T clarified that there already is the reason Kim could not but
involve with Christian religion. Kim showed aesthetic narrative about
human desire through his stories, only to meet his doubt of moral of
sexual desire. There was only subject of desire without other. Both his
life and writing couldn't escape from optional choice by obtaining peace of
subject through violently ruining victims which reflect self desire. The
option means adapting to city life as a petit bourgeois giving up root

desire, or coming to death not giving up root desire. But Kim couldn't
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choose anything because the estrangement between writing stories by
meeting root desire and living city life was so strong.

The other of his novel is mother's superego, which he conceals, this
mother is unfair one who enjoys sexual pleasure. He wants to enjoy
sexual enjoyment by accepting the desire of other as his own one but the
superego of the mother obstructs finding other woman object. He always
feels shame about his desire because he feels shame about his mother's
enjoyment and also about himself who is about to enjoy in front of his

mother's superego.

In case of Shin's stories, I studied the reveal and concealment of
narrator's root desire especially through The place where the organ stood
and other epistolary novels. In those epistolary short stories, the receiver
is concealed and it's because they hide their root of desire by tracing it to
somebody else. The letter to 'You', (not to her father) is confession to the
other, not to the real object of desire. 'You' is not the real receiver of
that letter.

And there always are father in her stories but the father is never a
receiver of the letter. In conclusion, the speakers of Shin's novel tell
that she loves her father.

Shin's letter—writing is toward homeland(or root) but the homeland is
only the place of yearning that cannot go back, which means she
doesn't want to go back to the root place of desire. Letter means
atonement or self-reflection but it really is some sort of guilty of
subject, not atonement. The moral of desire starts from accepting one's
desire honestly, and in case of The place where the organ stood, the
moral starts from accepting that 'I' is 'Her'. And the 'empty house' is
the place where reflects speaker's desire, that is to say the screen of
fantasy.

In Shin's seven epistolary short stories, the narrator sends a letter to
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her father who is the object and the cause of her desire, exposing and
hiding her childhood experiences.

Shin Gyeong-suk shows narration of desire in a decisive manner by the
special style of letter. It is proper to say that she has opened new ground
of narration of desire in that her novels have achieved morals not just
showing the desire. But it is limit that appearance of phantom or escape to
illusion in those novels assumes a retrogressive aspects from the morals
that already had been achieved. So the moral act of writing must go on
that meets her root of desire by subjective writing which summons actual

beings in symbolic reality.
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