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[Y] Several factors appear to be explain the Nordic countries's economic success.
Taxation is broad based and relatively non distorting, while open international trade,
market forces and private ownership of industry are relied on to maintain incentives.
The Nordic countries are not socialist economies, based on state ownership and
planning, but social welfare economies, based on private ownership and market with
public provisions of social protection. They invest heavily higher education and in
science and technology, so they remain at the cutting edge of high technology

industries.
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[Y] In science, novelty emerges only with difficulty, manifested by resistance, against
a background provided by expectation. Initially, only the anticipated and usual are
experienced even under circumstances where anomaly is later to be observed, Further
acquaintance, however, does result in awareness of something wrong or does relate
the effect to something that has gone wrong before. That awareness of anomaly opens
a period in which conceptual categories are adjusted until the initially anomalous has
become the anticipated. At this point the discovery has been completed ().

The transition from a paradigm in crises to a new one from which a new tradition of
normal science can emerge is far from a cumulative process, one achieved by an
articulation or extension of the old paradigm. Rather it is a reconstruction of the field
from new fundamentals, a reconstruction that changes some of the field's most
elementary theoretical generalizations as well as many of its paradigm methods and
applications.

- Thomas S. Kuhn "The Structure of Scientific Revolutions"
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[T}] -+ memes should be regarded as living structures, not just metaphorically but
technically. When you plant a fertile meme in my mind you literally parasitize my
brain, turning it into a vehicle for the meme's propagation in just the way that a virus
may parasitize the genetic mechanism of a host cell. And this isn't just a way of
talking —- the meme for, say, "belief in life after death" is actually realized physically,
millions of times over, as a structure in the nervous systems of individual men the
world over. —— N. K. Humphery, summing up an earlier draft of THE SELFISH GENE
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